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MILITARY REGIME. 

1. COLONEL JUSHUA HAMIDU, GHANA'S AMBASSADOR TO SENEGAL, 
IS LEAVING DAKAR THIS MONTH TO SPEND A YEAR IN UK 

AT ROYAL COLLEGE OF DEFENSE STUDIES. COL. HAMIDU, 

WHO PRESENTED HIS CREDENTIALS HERE IN JULY, 1972, 

IN FAREWELL CALL ON AMBASSADOR SAID HE TURNED DOWN 
OFFER TO BE GHANA'S CHIEF OF DEFENSE STAFF, BUT THAT IN 
INTEREST OF GHANAIAN UNITY HE MAY HAVE TO ACCEPT THAT 
POSITION WHEN HE FINISHES COURSE IN UK IN 
DEC 75. 

2. CHIEF OF MILITARY INTELLIGENCE UNDER DEPOSED PRIME 
MINISTER BUSIA, HAMIDU HAS MAINTAINED CLOSE CONTACTS 
WITH DIVERSE MILITARY AND CIVILIAN LEADERS IN GHANA BOTH 
IN AND OUTSIDE THE ACHEAMPONG GOVT. SEVERAL HAVE 

MET WITH HIM IN DAKAR ENROUTE TO AND FROM THE UK OR THE 
US. HE SEES MILITARY REGIME AS ONLY MEANS OF 
MAINTAINING STABILITY IN CONTEMPORARY GHANA, BUT HAS 
LITTLE RESPECT FOR ACHEAMPONG AS CHIEF OF STATE OR FOR 
MOST OF HIS CLOSEST ADVISERS SUCH AS LT COL KWAME 
BAAH, COMMISSIONER FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS. HE DOES RESPECT 
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REDEMPTION COUNCIL, BUT FEELS MAJOR CONFLICT AND CON- 
FRONTATION BETWEEN ACHEAMPONG AND DEBRAH UNAVOIDABLE. 

HAMIDU SEES ETHNIC ENMITIES GROWING AMONG GHANA'S 
MILITARY. REMOVAL OF ASHLEY-LARSSEN AS CHIEF OF DEFENSE 
STAFF WILL ONLY CRYSTALLIZE EWE DISSENT. HAMIDU POINTED 
OUT THAT CHANGES IN CHIEFS OF DEFENSE STAFF IN GHANA 
HAVE PREVIOUSLY BEEN FOLLOWED BY COUPS. 

3. WITH REGARD TO HIS OWN ULTIMATE AMBITION. HAMIDU 
SAID HE WOULD BE PLEASED WITH THREE MORE YEARS IN THE 
MILITARY AFTER HIS UK COURSE. THEN HE WOULD RETIRE 
EITHER TO PRIVATE AGRI-BUSINESS OR OFFER TO ACCEPT A 
CHALLENGING DIPLOMATIC ASSIGNMENT. 

4. COMMENT: HAMIDU VOLUNTEERED ALL OF THE ABOVE 
OPINIONS WHICH HE REQUESTED BE CLOSELY GUARDED. HE HAS 
BEEN A COOPERATIVE AND FRIENDLY COLLEAGUE, WIDELY 
RESPECTED HERE FOR HIS INTEGRITE AND GRACIOUSNESS. HE 
HAD NO PRETENTIONS OF BEING A PROFESSIONAL DIPLOMAT, 

AND IT WAS OFTEN CLEAR THAT HE WAS PREOCCUPIED WITH 
MATTERS AT HOME. HE LIKES THE US AND AMERICANS AND 
COULD BE A USEFUL FRIEND IN THE FUTURE. 

AGGREY 
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